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Transitions to High 
School



Graduation Requirements

What are the requirements to graduate high school?

To earn your high school diploma, you must have:

- 18 compulsory credits
- 12 optional credits
- Pass the literacy requirement
- Complete a minimum of 40 hours of community involvement 

activities



Compulsory Credits
These are courses that you must complete throughout your high school 
journey in order to get your Ontario Secondary School Diploma:

- 4 credits in English (1 credit per grade)
- 3 credits in mathematics (at least 1 credit in gr.11 or 12)
- 3 credits for group 1, 2 and 3 courses (1 credit in each group)
- 2 credits in science
- 1 credit in Canadian history (Gr.10)
- 1 credit in Canadian geography (Gr.9)
- 1 credit in the arts (music, visual arts, drama, dance…)
- 1 credit in health and physical education
- 1 credit in French as a second language
- 0.5 credit in career studies
- 0.5 credit in civics



Group 1, 2, 3 Compulsory Credits
Group 1:

- English (including the Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy Course) or French as a second 
language

- A Native language
- First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Studies
- A classical or an international language
- Social Sciences and the Humanities
- Canadian and World Studies
- Guidance and Career Education
- Cooperative Education

Conditions for Groups 1, 2, 3:
- Maximum of 2 credits in French as a Second Language (counts as group 1 and group 2 or 3)
- Maximum of 2 credits in Cooperative Education (counts for 2 of any 3 groups)

Group 2:
- Health and Physical Education
- The Arts
- Business Studies
- French as a Second Language
- Cooperative Education

Group 3:
- Science (Gr.11 or 12)
- Technological Education
- French as a Second Language
- Computer Studies
- Cooperative Education



What if I am ESL/ELD?
- A maximum of 3 credits in English as a Second 

Language or English Literacy Development can count 
towards your 4 English compulsory credits.

- The 4th credit must be a Gr.12 compulsory English 
course



Optional Credits
- 12 optional credits that are offered, depending on the school 

you are at.

- Credits may include up to 4 credits earned through 
approved dual credit programs. These are grade 12 courses 
that are taught at a college and lead to both a high school 
and college credit.



Literacy Requirement
- OSSLT: Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test

- Commonly completed in Gr.10, students participate in a test that 
measures whether they are meeting the minimum standard for literacy 
across all subjects up to the end of Gr. 9.

- Students who are unsuccessful in the completion of the OSSLT will 
have other opportunities to meet the literacy graduation requirement, 
including:

- Another opportunity to complete the OSSLT.
- Taking the OLC4O1 course 



Volunteering
40 hours: How can I get them?

- Students need a minimum of 40 community service hours
- Students are required to submit a completed Activity Record Form to their school’s guidance team when 

finished.
- Students can begin the summer before entering Gr.9
- Eligible and ineligible activities, resources to help record hours and volunteer activities can be found on 

the school board’s website.
- Opportunities are also posted on the secondary school’s student services website.
- For more opportunities, check out:

- Ontario Volunteer Centre Network: http://ovcn.ca/
- Volunteer Toronto:  www.volunteertoronto.ca 

http://ovcn.ca/
http://www.volunteertoronto.ca


Which Activities DO Qualify?
       Help your Neighbours, Community or School(s)

- Animals: shelters, humane society
- Arts and Culture: gallery, library program, performing music
- Community: support for community groups and events 

(camps, youth programs), food drives, parades (cadets)
- Environment: Plant trees, provincial park
- Fashion: used clothing swap/drive, charity fashion events
- Food: Cook for elderly, organize food drive, food shelter
- Fundraising: Organizing or assisting at walk-a-thons, 

celebrity games, gift wrapping, galas
- Health and wellness: Organizing or assisting at coaching, 

track meets, intramurals
- Individual Assistance: Help seniors by shopping, reading, 

garden work or shoveling snow (no snowblowers), visiting, 
tutoring, reading buddies

- Religious Organizations: Programming for children, helping 
with special events, clerical tasks



Which Activities DO NOT Qualify?
- Requirement of a class or course in which student is enrolled (co-op)
- In a logging or mining environment, if student is under 16
- In a factory, if student is under 15
- In a workplace, if student is under 14 and not accompanied by an adult
- Normally performed for wages by a person in the workplace
- Operation of a vehicle, power tools, scaffolding
- Administration of medication or medical procedure to others
- Handling “designated substances” under the Occupational Health and 

Safety Act
- Requires knowledge of a tradesperson whose trade is regulated by the 

provincial government
- Involves banking or handling of securities, jewellery, works of art, 

antiques, valuables
- Involves a court-ordered program (e.g. community-service program for 

young offenders, probationary program)
The Board does not provide insurance coverage for student volunteers.
Students may purchase insurance by visiting www.insuremykids.com 

http://www.insuremykids.com


What are the Different Types of 
Courses I Can Take?



Grade 9 and 10
In grade 9 and 10, subjects are organized into 
the following course types:

Academic
- Develop knowledge and skills through the 

study of theory and abstract problems
- Focus on essential concepts of a subject 

and explore related concepts as well
- Leads to University, College, and 

Apprenticeship opportunities after high 
school

Open
- Broaden students’ knowledge and skills in 

subjects that reflect their interests
- One level of study for all students

Locally Developed
- Provides additional support to upgrade 

knowledge and skills in order to meet 
the compulsory credit requirements

- Meets educational needs if not 
working at grade level

- Available only through consultation 
process with elementary/secondary 
school



Here are the different types of courses when 
planning for grades 11 and 12. 

This will help prepare you for your initial 
post-secondary destination.

College
- To equip students with the knowledge and 

skills they need to meet the entrance 
requirements for college programs

University/College
- To equip students with the knowledge and 

skills they need to meet the entrance 
requirements for college or university 
programs

University
- To equip students with the knowledge 

and skills they need to meet the 
entrance requirements for university 
programs

Workplace
- To equip students with the knowledge 

and skills they need for direct entry 
into the workplace, admission to some 
apprenticeship programs and other 
community training programs

Open
- Allows students to broaden their 

knowledge and skills in a particular 
subject that may or may not be directly 
related to post-secondary goals and 
that reflect students’ interests

Grade 11 and 12



Prerequisites
- When planning out what courses you want to take, make sure to 

double check the course prerequisites that you need to have.

- A prerequisite is a course which must be successfully completed 
before taking the course that follows.

- You can change streams between grade 9 and 10 (just double check 
the prerequisites!)

- Summer school is also an option if you want to go from one type to 
another (for example, applied to academic math courses)



Where can I get help with picking my 
courses?

- Grade 8 teacher can assist in selecting courses

- Attend high school information sessions

- High school guidance counselors

- When picking, use myBlueprint Education Planner to create your IPP 
- Individual Pathways Plan



What Do I Need to Take in Grade 9?
Compulsory Courses:

- English
- Mathematics
- Science
- Canadian Geography
- French as a second language (Native languages may 

be taken as an alternative)
- Health and Physical Education

Optional Courses: 
- One course in the Arts (Drama, Visual Art, Music, or 

Dance)
- One course in Family Studies, Business, Technology, 

or Transportation Technology.



Student Supports @ Laurier: Guidance
- Individual and/or small group counselling; 
- Year-round group counselling programs;
- Class presentations; 
- Student Services assemblies; 
- Orientation sessions; 
- Parent information evenings; 
- Conferences and workshops; 
- Peer Mediation; and 
- A variety of post-secondary planning resources.



Success in Grade 9

Grade 9 Summer 
Transition Course



Student Success @ Laurier



Credit Rescue
Occurs throughout the semester 
when it has been determined by 
the classroom teacher that a 
student’s credit is in jeopardy. 
Interventions are made BEFORE 
a student fails. A plan is put into 
place by the subject teacher to 
help the student achieve the 
credit.

What is the difference between credit rescue 
and credit recovery??

Credit Recovery
Is available only AFTER a 
student has failed a course. A 
student can recover a credit 
within 2 years of failing the 
original course. The Credit 
Recovery Team in 
consultation with the subject 
teacher determines eligibility 
for recovery.
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Our Motto: Complete 
don’t repeat! 

How a teacher offers Credit Rescue is up to 
them, but every student should be given a 

fair opportunity to acquire a credit. 
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What does credit 
rescue look like?

❖ Most recent, most consistent efforts
❖ Accepting late or incomplete 

assignments without penalty 
❖ Alternative assignments
❖ Arranging one on one support for 

students with the student success 
team

❖ Participating in Laurier’s full school 
credit rescue initiative
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Specialist High Skills Major 
SHSM at Laurier

BUSINESS
CONSTRUCTION

HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM



What is SHSM?

● SHSM is a ministry approved specialized career-focused program.
● Students acquire knowledge and skills that are of particular importance in 

specific economic sectors and earn certifications recognized in those sectors.
● Students join in grade 11 for this two year program.
● Students take a bundle of 9 or 10 credits, including a 2 credit co-op in a 

particular SHSM industry. Students also earn certifications and participate in 
Reach Ahead activities to explore program and career opportunities.

● Co-op allows students to test drive a career related to their SHSM program 
through a work placement experience.

● Examples of co-op placements include BMO, construction (trades), 
Scarborough Golf Club, Shopper’s Drug Mart, law offices, hospitals, and 
many more.





Special Education at Laurier 



Spec Ed Supports @ Laurier 
GLE Course (GLE1O/2O/3O/4O)
✘ Any student with an IEP can take a GLE credit course
✘ Grade 9-12 
✘ Open level course
✘ Supports students in the following: 

✗ Advocacy skills
✗ Executive functioning
✗ Time management
✗ Organizational skills 
✗ Course work from other classes 
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Spec Ed Supports @ laurier 
Resource Room
✘ Students with an IEP can access the resource room for 

additional support during their classes 
✘ Open all day
✘ One on one support
✘ Quiet space
✘ Use of computers 
✘ Support for work completion
✘ EA & Spec Ed Teacher support
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